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LECTURE FOURTH. out the idea of the existence af th? 

ON FAITH. attributes which belong to Gad, th® 


tg minds of men could not have poweF 
from No. 7 of the Star, page 60. to exercise faith on him so wh, 26; wd 
vv Having shown in the third lec- hold upon eternal life. The God af 
ture, that correct ideas of the cha- heaven understanding most perfectly 
racter'of God are necessary in order the’ constitution of human nature, 
‘to the exereise of faith in him unto and the weakness of man, knew what 
life.and salvation, and that without was necessary to be revealed, and 
-oorréet ideas of his character, the what ideas must be planted. in, their 
minds of men could not have suffi- minds in orler that they’ might be 
cient power with God to the exercise enabled to exercise faith i in him unto 
-of faith necessaty to the enjoyment eternal life. 

of eterwal tifé; and that correct ideas 3, Having said 80. much we shall 
-of: his-charaeter lay'a foundation as proceed to examine the attributes of 
fax character concerned, for God, as set forth in his revelatiens-to 
‘the exereise of faith; so ax to enjoy the human family, and to show how 
the fulness ‘of ‘the blessing of the necessary correct ideas of his attzi- 
‘gospetef Jesus Christ, even that of bytes are, 10 enable men to exercise 
eternal 


glory; we shall now pro- faith in him. For without these 
to. show the connection there is ideas being 


ar in the minds of 


; — correct ideas of the attri- men, it would be ont of thepower'of 
ut eternal fil Go person oF persons ‘to. éxereide 
im eternal life, God ‘s0\48.40 obtain eternal 


»dLet' here Observe,’ that the life. ‘So that the divine commusica- 
which the’ God of heaven tions made to in the first. is- 
view making the human fa- stance, designed to estabbieh in 
mily acquaimted with his attributes, their the ideas necessary to 
that h the cable them exercise faith in Ged, 
eriste nce butes, mightbe an 
énadled to'exercise faith in’ him, and kars of 
‘throngh the exeftise of faith in ‘him, 4, wee “in ‘the tevelaticns 
‘ebght dbtain eternal ‘life: For with- which he has given to the human fa- 


| 
; 
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mily, the following account of bis at- 
tributes. 

' §. First, knowledge. Acts xv, 18. 
Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the world.— 
Isaiah xl, 9, 10. Remember the 


' former things of old; for I am God 


and there is none else; I am God, 
and there is none like me, declaring 
the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient time the things ‘that are not 


yet done, eying My counsel shall : 
d 


stand, and I will do all my pleasure. 

6. Secondly, faith, or power. Heb. 
xi, 3. Through faith we understand 
that the worlds were framed by the 
‘word'of God. Gen.i,1. Inthe be- 
ginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. Isa. xiv, 24, 27. The 
‘uord of hosts has sworn, saying, 
‘Surely as I have thought so shall it 
come to pass; and as I have purpos- 
ed, so shall it stand. For the Lord 


‘of hosts has purposed, and who shall 


idigannul it? and his hand is stretch- 
‘ed out, and who shall turn it back? 

Thirdly, justice.” Ps. Ixxxix, 14. 
‘Justice and judgment are the habita- 
tion of ae Is. xlv, 21. Tell 
‘ye, and bring them near; yea, let 


‘them take counsel together: who 
‘declared this from the ancient time ? 


“Have not I the Lord? and there is 


God else beside me; a just God his 


‘and a Saviour. Zeph. v, 5. The just 
‘Lord is in the midst thereof. Zech. 


ix, 9. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion; shout, Jerus 
‘lem: behold, thy King comes thto 


daughter of Jerusa- 
‘thee: heis just, and having salvation. 


@. Fourthly, jadgment. Ps. lxxxix, 


-t1. Justice and judgment are the, 
habitation of thyt 
‘4, “He is the rock, his work is per- 


. fect ; ‘for all ‘his ways are judgment : 
-a’God of trath, and without iniquity: 


just and right ishe. Ps.ix,7. But 


the idea exiati 


be them 


ne, Dent. xxxii, 


has prepared his throne for judgment. 
Ps. ix, 16. The Lord is tae by 
the judgment which he executes. |. 

9. Fifthly, Mercy. Ps. lxxxix, 15. 
Mercy and truth -ghall go before his 
face. ‘Exodus xxxiv, 


And the 

Lord passed by before hi Pp 
‘claimed, The. Lo the Lard God 
Neh. ix, 17. 


merciful and gracious. 
But thou art a God ready to pardon, 
gracious and merciful. 

10. And sixthly, Truth, Pa.lxxxix, 


14. Mercy and truth shall go befare 
thy face. Ex. xxxiv, suf- 


fering and abundant in goodness and 
truth. Deut, xxxii, 4. He is the 
rock, his tat rfect; for all his 
ways are judgment. ‘A God oftruth 
and without iniquity: just and right 


is Ps..xxxi, Into:thy band 
commit, my. spirit :, thou: xe- 


deemed me, O. Lord. God of trath«:: 
Il. ey a little reflection it will be 
seen, that theidea of the existence.of 


these attributes in the Deity, is, .ne- 
cessary to enable any rational 


to exercise faithin him, For without 
the idea of the existence.of these at- 
tributes in the. Deity, men eonld. not 
exercise faith in and 
vation; seeing, .. without. t 

knowledge of ali things,,.God. would 


not be able to, save any portion of 
is creatures ; for itis by renson of 
the knowledge which has of.all 


understanding, to his ereaturesy. 
which they. a 
eternal life, 


it would 
exetnise 


And. it is not. Jess necessary 
at men should have the idea of the 


; 


attribute power in 
‘the Lord shall endure for ever: be the Deity. For, unless God. had 


if 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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wer over all things, and was able, 
his power, to control all things, 
and thereby deliver his creatures 
who put their trast in him, from the 
power of all beings that might seek 
their destruction, whether in heaven, 
on earth, or in hell, men. could not 
be saved; but with the idea of the 
existence of this attribute, planted in 
the mind, men feel as though they 
had nothing to fear, who: put, their 
trust in God, believing that he has 
power to save all. who come to him, 
to the very uttermost. 
= 13, It is also necessary, in order 
the exercise of faith in God, unto 
life and salvation, that men should 
ve the idea of the existence of the 
attribute Justice, in him. For with- 
out the idea of the existence of the 
attribute Justice, in the Deity; men 
could not have confidence sufficiently 
to: place themselves under his gui- 
dance and direction; for they would 
be filled with fear and doubt, lest the 
judge-of all the earth would. not do 
ight; and thus fear, or doubt, exist- 
ing in the mind, would preclude the 
sibility of the exercise of faith in 
him for life and salvation. But, when 
the.idea of the of 
‘tribute justice, in the Deity, is fairly 
planted in the mind, jt leaves.no 
room for doubt to get into the heart, 


come out in swift judgment ‘a 


vation, seeing that it ts through the 
exercise of his attribute that the faith- 
ful in Christ Jesus are delivered out 
of the hands of those who seek their 
destruction ; for if God were hot to 


the workers of iniquity and the pow- 
ers of darkness, his saints could -not 
be saved ; for it is by j ent that 
the Lord delivers his saints out’ of 
the hands of their enemies, and those 
who reject the 1 of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But no sooner is the 
idea of the existence of this attribute, 
planted in the minds of men, than it 
gives power to the mind for the ex- 
ercise of faith and confidence in God, 
and they are enabled, by faith, to lay 
hold on the promises which are sét 
before them, and wade through all 
the tribulations and afflictions to 
which they are subjected by reason 
of the persecution from those who 
know God, and obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: believing, 
that in duetimethe Lord willcome out 
in swift judgment against their ene- 
mies, and they shall be cut off from be- 
fore him, and that in his own due time 
he will bear them off conquerers and 
more than conquerers in all things. 
15. And again, it is equally im- 
portant that men should have the 
idea of the existence of the attribute 


andthe mind is enabled to cast itself mercy, in the Deity, in order to ex- 


upon the Almighty without fear and 
without.doubt, and with most un- 
shaken confidence, believing that the 
Judge of all:the earth will do right. 

| 14 Itiealso of equal importance 
‘that ‘men should have the idea of the 
existéneeof the attribute judgment, 
‘tn God, in order that they may ex- 
ercise faith ip him: for life and salva- 
tion; for without. the idea of the ex- 
istence of this attribute in the Deity, 
it ‘would be ible for men to 


exercise faitbvin him for life and sal- 


ercise faith in him for life and salva- 
tion. For, without the idea of the 
existence of this: attribute in the 
Deity, the spirits of the saints would 
faint in the midst of the tribulations, 
afflictions, and persecutions which 
they have to endure for righteous- 
ness’ sake ; but when the idea of the 
existence of this atwibute is once 
established in the mind it gives life 
and energy to the spirits of the 
gaints: believing that the m of 
God will be poured out upon 


the deity, he wifl' deal with them 
dpon thé ‘priticiples of righteousness 
wird équity, and a just reward will 
be’ granted tinto them fbr all their af- 
fictions and’ sufferings for the truth’s 
And as Sudgnient is an attri- 
butte of the déity also, his saints ‘can 
have the thost unstaken confidence, 
that they will, fn dué time, obtain a 
perfect deliverance out of the Hands 
i , Of all theif enemies, and eg 
of the existence of victory ‘over ‘all those’ who have 
mind of man could sought their hurt and destraction.— 
| And as mercy is ‘also an attribute of 
defty, bis‘saints can have confi- 
dente that it will be exercised towar 
ibute them ; and thtobghi' the ‘exercise | 
mind, all the that atttibute toward them, tomfor 
promises and and consolation will be administerec 
become realities, and the tnto them abundantly, amid all their 
enabled to lay bold of them afffittions and ‘tribulations. “And 
with confidence: be- lastly, 
lieving.that these things, and all that ttibote of the deity, the hint is léd 


a8 


FERLEE 


5. 
1: 


salvation es being certain. eternal weight of” glory whith thé 
Leet themind once reflect sm- Lord has promised td bestow upon 
eerely .and candidly upon the ideas them whén he shall britiy 
of the existence of the before-men- the midst of his throtie to dwell fi 
tiovied attributes'in the Deity, and it his presence eternally. 
will be seen, that as far as his attri- - 18, In view, then, of the existen 
butes are concerned, there is a sare of these attributes, the ‘faith ‘of thé 
foundation laid for the exerciss of saints canbecome exceeding! stro 
faith in bim for life and salvation. abounding in tighteotiéness tintd 
For inasmuch es God possesses the praise and glory of ‘God, ‘aid Gm 
attribute:knowledge he can make all exert its‘wighity ‘infludticl 
things knows to his saints img afte? Wisdon and’ vfiderstahdin 
for. the salvation; and as he pos ufitil4t has 6btaincd 
the attribute power he is able all things that pertaiii Ife and ‘aal- 
thereby to delivér them from the vation. 
then, thé foundsti 


power of all enemies; 19." 
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1 ue Lord has eaid, shail be fulfilled in to rejoice amid ail its trials and temp- 
their time ;: and thatiail the cursings; tations, in hope of that glory which 
; denunciations, and) judgments, pro: is to be brought at the revelation of 
nouneerd upon the heads of the un- Jesus Christ, and in view of that 
| righteous will aleo be execated in the crown which isto be placed upon the 
due time of the Lord: and ae heads of the saints tn the aty when 
ofthe truth and veracity of him;'the the Lord -shall distribute 
mind _beholde its: deliverandé unto’tlem, and in prospect ‘ofthat 
through the revelation 
- 


of the attributes of--God, for the ex- 
ercise Of faith in him for life and sal- 
vation; and seeing that these are at- 
tributes. of the deity, they are un- 
e—being the same yester- 
day to-day and forever—which gives on 
to the winds of the Latter Dey Saints 
the same power and authority to ex- 
ercise faith in God, which the Former 
Day-saints had: so thatali the saints, in 
this respect have been, are and will 
- be alike, until the end of time; for 
God never changes, therefore his at- 
tributes and character remain for- 
ever the same. And as it is 
the revelation of these that a founda- 
tion ia laid for the exercise of faith in 
God unto life and salvation, the 
foundation, therefore, for the éxer- 
cise of faith, was, is and ever will be 
thesame. So that all men have had, 
and will have an equal privilege.— 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
Seotion IV. 


REVELATION GIVEN DECEM- 
BER 27, 1832. 

i. Verily, thus saith the Lord unte 

you, who have assembled yourselves 

to receive his will concern- 


your. ‘and the angels rejoice 
over you; the alms of your prayers 
have. come up into the ears of the 


Lerd of Sabbaoth, and are recorded | 


in the .book of the names of the 
eanctified: even them of the celestial 
world. |Wherefore; I now send upon 
you another comforter; even upon 
you my friends, that it may abide in 


premise; which other comforter is 
the same that I promised unto my 
disviples, as is 
mony of John. | 
comforter is the 


whieh I give unto you of eternal life; must needs de sanctified from alla 


ing you. Behold, this is pleasing unto v 


your hearts, even the Holy Spirit of dead is the redemption of the « 


even the glory of the celestial » 
dom: which glory is that of | 
church of the first born; even of God 
the holiest of all, through’. Jesus 
Christ his Son: he that aseended 
igh ; as also he descended 
all things; in that he comprehended 
all things, ‘that he might ‘be ia all, 
arid ithrough' ait: the light’ of 
truth ; which teuth ‘shimeth.: ‘is 
the light of Christ.. As also he is in 
the sun, and the light of the sun, and 
the power thereof by which it was 
made. As also heisin the moon, and 
is the light of the moon, and ‘the 
power thereof by which it was made. 
As also the light of the stars, and the 
power thereof by which. they were 
made- And the earth also, and. the 
power thereof ; even the earth upon 
which you stand: 

3. And the fight sow: shineth, 
which giveth you light, is through 
him who enlighteneth your 
which is the same Jight that qui 
eth your understandings; 
proceedeth 
of God, to fill the immensity of space. 
The light which is in ‘al things; 
which giveth life to ati things 5 which 
is the law by: wich all 


a 


and the 
through’ 


n of 

him: ‘who: 
whose bosom it is 
and ‘the meek of 
inherit it. Therefore 
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sitteth upon iris throne; who is in 

bosom of eternity, who it’ ift the midat 

ofalithings, 
4. Now verily, I:say ento you, 

that through the redemption whieh 

is made for you, brought to ‘pass 

the resurrection from the dead.» And 

the spirit and the body is ‘the soul of 

| 


| 
| 


celestial kingdom may 
ever, and ever; for, 
was it made, and nt ami for 
this igtent are they sanctified. 

6 y who ere not sanctified 
through the law’ which | have given 


ou; even the law of Christ, . 


unto y 
must inherit another kingdom,. even 
a terrestrial kingdom, or 


nevertheless, they shall return: agate 
to their own to enjoy that 


| which they are willing to receive, be- 


cause they were not willing to’ weet 
that which they might have ves 
7. For what doth it profit a man if 
a giftis bestowed upon him, and he 
receive not the gift? Behold he re- 


a tellestial kingdom. - For joices not in that which is given unto 


he who is not able toabide theJaw of him, neither rejoices in him who br 


a celestial kingdom, cannot abide ce- 


6. And again, verily: I oy unto 
you, the earth abideth the law of a 
celestial kingdom, for it filleth the 
measure of its creation, and trans- 
it 

notwith- 
standing it shall dic, it shall be quick- 
ened again, aad shall abide the power 
by, which it.is quickened, and the 
righteous shall inherit it: for not- 
withstanding they die, they also shall 
wee in.a spiritual body : they who 
celestial spirit, shall receive 
the same body which was a natural 
body ;. evem: ye shall receive your 
and 


the giver of the gift. « 

8. And again, verily I bam 
you, that which is governed by law, 
is also preserved by law, and ‘per 
fected and sanctified by the same‘ 


. that which breaketh a law, ‘and 


abideth not by law, but seeketh to 
become a law unto itself, and willeth 
to abide in sin, and altogether abideth 
in sin, cannot be sanctified by Jaw, 
neither by’ mercy, justice, or judg- 


herefore, they aren remain 
filthy still 


All kingdoms havea daw ven 
and there are a many kingdoms 5 for 
there is no space in which there is 
ne kingdom: and there is: no ‘king- 
dom in which there is no sy either 
greater or iesser ki » 
untu every kingdom is given a‘law': 
and unto every law there are certain 
bounds,.also, and conditions. 

10. All beings -who abide not'in 
those conditions, are not justified ; 
for intelligence cleaveth unto intebti- 
gence; wisdom receiveth wisdeni; 
truth embraceth trath ; virtue lovethi 
ckened virtue ; light cleaveth unto” light’; 
mercy hath compassion on mercy, 
and claimeth her own ; justice cofiti- 
nueth its course, and claimeth: its 
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| righteousness, that it may be pre- ened by « portiow:of the. terrestrial 
pared for the celestial glory ; forafter giorv, shall then receive of the same, 
it hath filled the measure of its crea- even a fulness: and also, they who 
tion, it shall be crowned with glory, are quickened by ‘a portion of the 
even with the presence of God the telestial glory, shall then receive of 
Father ;.that bodies who are of the 

| 

stial glory: and he who cannot 

| abide the Jaw of a terrestrial kingdom, 

| cannot abide a terrestrial glory: he 

| who cannot abide the law of a teles- 

| tial kingdom, -cannot abide a tel 

| tial glory: therefore, he is not meet 

for a kingdom of Therefore, 

| he must. abide a kingdom which is 

' 

| 

| 

| 

| 
quickened. Ye who-are qui 

| by~a portion of the 
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of hisswho sitteth on the throne, and 
vern@th and executeth all things ; 
comprehendeth all things, and all 
things are before him, and all thin 
are. round about him; and ke is 
above..all things, and in all things, 
and,.is through all things, and is 


round about all things; and all things. said 


are by, bim, and of him; even God, 
for ever, and ever. 

And again, verily I say unto 
you, he hath givena law unto all 
things by, which: they move in their 
times, and their seasons; and their 
courses.are fixed; even the courses 
of the heavens, and the earth; which 
comprebend the earth and all the pla- 
-netas,.and they give light te each 
their times, and in their sea- 
in their minutes, in their hours, 
im.their days, in their weeks, in their 
jmpnths, in their years; all these are 
one year with God, but not with man. 

_ 12. Theearth rolls upon her wings; 
and the. sun giveth his light by day, 
andthe giveth her light by 
night ;. and the stars also giveth their 
light;-as they roll.upon their win 
in their glory, in the midst of the 
-power of God. Unto what shall I 
Ai these kingdoms, that ye may 
- understand ? hold all these are 
kingdoms, and. any man who hath 
.geen any or the least of these, hath 
seen God moving in his majesty and 


power. 'L say unto you, he hath 


_seen-him: nevertheless, he who came 
unto’ his own was not comprehended. 
The light ‘shineth in. darkness, and 


the darkness comprehendeth it: not ; 


._mevertheleas, the. day sball. come 


‘God;: being quickened in him, and 
by him. Then shall 
_ ye have seen me, that I am, and that 
4 am. the true light that is in you, and 


that you are in me, otherwise ye. 


could not abound. 


f 


/\ | it * 


the face 


‘their lord: every 


ye know that. 


18. Behold, I will liken these king- 
doms unto a man having a field, and 
he sent forth his servants intoe the 
field, to dig in the field; and he said 


gs unto the first, go ye and jabour in 


the field, and in the first hour Iwill 
come unto you and ye shall: behold 
the joy of my countenance: and he 
id unto the second, go-ye also into 
the field, and ia the second hourd 
will visit you with the joy of my 
countenance: and also unto the third, 
saying, I will visit you; aod unto 
the fourth, and so on unto the twelfth. 

14. And the lord of the field went 
unto the first in the first hour, and 
tarried with him all that hour, and he 
was made giad with the light of the 
countenance of his lord; and then 
he withdrew from the first that he 
might visit the second also, and the 
third, and the fourth, and so on unto 
the twelfth ; and thus they all receiv- 
ed the light of the countenance of 
man in his hour, 
and in his time, and in his ‘season; 
beginning at the first, and so on unto 
the last, and from the last unto the 
first, and from the first unto the last; 
every man in his own order, until his 
hour was finished, even according as 
his lord had commanded him, that 


his lord might glorified in him, 
and he iméim, they all might be 
glorified. 


will I liken all these kingdoms, arid 
the inhabitants thereof; every king- 
dom in its hour, and in its time, and 
in its season; even according to the 
decree which God hath made. 


hearte with this comniandment which 


Igive unto you, that ye shall call 


upon me while I am near; draw 
near unto me, and I will draw near 


unto you; seek me diligently and 


Therefore, unto this 
again, verity} cay unto 
when you: shall comprehend ¢ven you, my friends, I leave these say- ‘ 
ings with you, to ponder in — 


ye shall find me; ask and ye shall assemble yourselves 
receive; knock and it shall be opened organize yo 
uate you: whatsoever ve ask the Fa- 
ther in my name it ‘shall be given 
untn you, that is expedient for: you ; 
and-if: ye ask anything ‘that is not 
expedient for you, it shall turn unto 
your:condemnation.» 

Behold, that which you ‘we 
is'as the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness; in the wilderness, 
cause you cannot see him : my voice, 
because my: voice is spirit ; my spirit 
is truth; truth ebideth and hath no 
end; . it. shall 
abound. 

(186 And it your eye be single to 
7 glory, your whole bodies shail be 
‘filled ‘with :light, . and there shall be another the doctrine of the kingdoms; 
wo ‘darkness in''you; and that body teach ye diligently and my' grace 
whichis filled with light comprehend- shail attend you; that you may bein- 
eth ali things.. Therefore, sanctify structed more perfectly in theory, ‘in 
yourselves doctrine, in ‘the law of 
ei to an ays’ will the gospel, in all things that pertain 
conte dhs: you shall see him? for te to the kingdom éf God, that is expe- 
. will unveil his face unto you, andit dient for you to understand; of 
shail be in his own time, and in his things both in heaven, and in the 
own ways and —e. to his own eatth, and under the earth ;: things 
will. which have been; things which are ; 

Remember the t-and last things which must shortly come to 

whieh I have ‘pass; things which are at home ; 
‘east. inway~ your: idle thoughts and things which are abroad; the wars 
“your excess of laughter far you; and the ' perplexitias of the nations ; 
tarry ye, tarry ye this>place, and and the judgments which are om the 
call a solemn assembly, even of those land; and a knowledge that may 
are the first labourers in of ki 
kingdom ; and let those whom prepared in all thio rtd Iehall 
- pave warned in their call: send you again, 
the ond, and ponder the warning ing’ whereunto ‘I -have ‘called 
im their hearts: which they have re- and the mission with wales 14 
ceived ‘for: ‘little sesson. Behold, 
will: take care of your flocks 22.' Behold tes- 
--and will raise up and ‘send ‘tify and warn the and it becom- 
“unto: them. every man ‘hath been warred, 

(20% Behold I will hasten my work to warn his neighbour. Therefore, 
‘in ite Gime ; and I give unto you who they areleft without excuse, and their 
veve the first labourers in this Jast Wore ‘He 
kingdom, 


yer and fasting from this: time 
orth. And I give unto you eom- 
mandment, you shall teach one 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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that'seeketh me early shall find me, shall be in commotion; and ‘surely, 
and shall not be forsaken. bes, rey hearts shall fail them; for fear 
23.3 Therefore, tarry ye, and labour come upon all people ; .and an- 
ditigettty, that you perfected fly of 
your ministry, to go: amo crying 
many as the mouth of the Lord shall Prepare. at lle | 
up thé testimony, and’to prepare the Of our God is come: behold, and lo, 


saints for the hour of judgment which the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out 


tiom of abomination, which await the 
wicked, both in this world, and.m % Pe°P see it together. And 
the world to come.” Verily, I say *0ther angel shall 

unto you, let those who aré not the ‘ar 

first elders, continue in the vine of abominations, that made all. na- 
dntil the mouth of the Lord shail cal] 008 drink of the, wine. of, the wrath 
these for their time is not yet come; of, her fornication, that 


blood of this generation. her who sitteth 
__24, Abide ye inthe liberty where- jehold: 
with ye are made free ; entangle not she is‘bound in 


tremble, and reel to.and fro as a 
drunken man, and the sun shall hide 
his face, and shall refuse to give 

and ‘moon shall be bathed in 
and the stars exceed- 
ing angry, and shall qast themselves 
ly alg a fig that falleth from off a 


> come ; that their souls may es- 
the wrath of God, the desola- _26- And, immediately there shall 
many wa- 
of the, séa ; 
of the earth, 
| 
yourselves in sin, Du YOur are‘ made strorig, no can loose 
be clean, until the Lord come, for not them ; therefore, she is ready to be 
many days hence and the earth shall burned. And he shall sound. his 
truiijy Both and loud, and all 
nations shall hear it. | 
27. And there shall be'silence in 
heaven for the space of half an hour, 
and immediately after shall the cur- , 
tain of heaven be unfolded, as a scrotl 
ia, unfolded after # is rolled up, and 
the face of the Lord'shall be unveil- 
after your testimotiy, ed; and the saints that are upon the 
¢ometh wrath and indignation’ upon earth, who are alive, shal] be quick- 
the:people ;. for after your testimony t up to meet hii. 
cometh the testimony-of earthquakes, And they who have’ slept in their 
that shall cause groanings inthe graves, shall come forth for their 
ground, and sliall not be able to: ght up to meet him in 
And.ialsd cometh thé: testimonyof the midst of the pillar of heaven : 
the: voice of thunderings,’ aud. the they are Christ’s, the first fruits : they 
voice of lightnings, and the voice of who shall descend with him frst, and 
tempests, and the voice of the waves who he yes and in 
of the sea, heaving themselves be- their graves, who are caught 
yond their bounds. And all things to meet him: and all dog the 
a1 
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voice of the sounding of the trump of wrath of.her fornication: she is fallen! 


the angel of God. 


28. And after this another angel 
shall sound, which is the second 
trump; and then cometh the re- 
demption of those who are Christ’s 
at his coming; who have received 
their part in that prison which is pre- 
pared for them, that they might fe- 
ceive the gospel, and be judged ac- 
cording to men in the flesh. 7 

29. And again, another trump 
shall sound, which is the third trump: 
and thén cometh the spirits of men 
who are to be judged, and are found 
under condemnation: and these are 
the rest of the dead, anil they live 
not ‘until the thousand years are 
ended, neither again, until the end 
of the earth. 

30. And another trumpshallsound, 
which is the fourth trump, saying, 
these are found among those who are 
to remain until that great and last 
day, even the end, who-shall remain 
filthy still. 

31. Andanothertrump shall sound, 
which is the fifth trump, which is 
the fifth angel who committeth the 
overinating flying through the 
kin tongues, and people; 
this shall be the sound of his trump, 
saying to all people, both in heaven, 
and in earth, and that are under the 
earth; for every ear shall hear it, 
and every knee shall bow, and every. 
tongue shall confess, while they hear 
the sound of the p, saying, fear 
God, and give glory to him who sit- 
teth upon the ren, for ever, and 
ever: for the hour of his judgment is 


32. Apd again, another shall 
sound trum which 
angel, saying, she is fallen, who made 
all nations of the wine of the 


come. 


is fallen ! | 
33. And again, another angel shall 
sound his trump, 
angel, saying, it is finis it is fi- 
nithedlt the mb of God hath over- 
come, and trodden the wine-press 
alone; even the wine- the 
fiercenesa_of the wrath of Almighty 
God: and then shall the angels be 
crowned with the glory of his might, 
and the saints shall be filled with his 
glory, and receive their inheritance 
and be made equal with him. _ 
34, And then shall the first angel 
in sound his trump in the ears 
of all living, and reveal the secret 
acts of men, and the mighty works 
of God in the first thousandth year, 
35. And then shall the second angel 
sound his trump, and reveal the secret 
acts of men, and the thoughts and in- 
tents of their hearts, and the might 
works of God in thesecond thousand 
year: and so on, until tne seventh 
angel shall sound his tramp: and he 
shall stand forth upon the land and 
o— the sea, and swear in the name 
o who sitteth upon the throne, 
that ghere shall be time no longer, and 
satan. shall be bound, that old t 
who is called the devil, and shall not 
be loosed for the s of a thousand 
ears. And then he shall be loosed 
or a little season, that he may ga- 
ther together his armies: and Michael 
the seventh angel, even the archangel 
shall gather together his armies, even 
the hosts of heaven. . And the devil | 
shall er. his armies; 
even the hosts of hell, and shall come 
up to battle against .Michael and his 
armies: and then conieth the : battle 
of the great God! and the devil and 
his armies shall be cast away into 
their own place, that they shall not 
have power over the saints any more 
at all; for Michael shall fight their 
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battles, and shall overcome him who 
seeketh the throne of him who sit- 
teth upon the throne, even the Lamb. 
This is the glory of God, and the 
sanctified; and they shall not any 
° more see death. 


36. Therefore, verily I say unto © 


you, my friends, call your solemn as- 
sembly, as I have commanded you; 
and as all have not faith, seek ye di- 
ligently and teach one another words 
often yea, seek ye out of the 
best books words of wisdom: seek 
learning even by study, and also by 
faith. Organize yourselves; pre- 
pare every needful thing, and esta- 
blish a house, even a house of prayer, 
a house of fasting, a house of faith, 
a house of learning, a house of glory, 
a house of order, ahouse of God; that 
your incomings may be in the name 
of the Lord; that your outgoings 
may ‘be in the name of the ; 
that all your salutations may be in the 
name of the Lord, with uplifted 
hands unto the Most High. 

37. Therefore, cease from all your 
light s es; from all laughter ; 
from all your lustful desires: from 
all your pride and light-mindedness, 
and from all your wicked doings.— 
Appoint among yourselves a teacher, 
and let not all be spokesmen at once; 
but let one speak at a time, and let 
all listen unto his soyingss that when 
all bave spoken, that all may be edi- 
fied of all, aad eit every man may 
have an equ ege. 

38. See that ye love one another ; 

‘cease to be covetous, learn to impart 
one to another as the requires; 
cease to be idle, cease to be unclean ; 
cease to find fault oné with another; 
cease to sleep longer than is needful ; 
retire tothy bed early, that ye may not 
be weary; arine early, that your bodies 

_ ané@-your minds may be invigorated: 

and above all things, clothe your- 


selves with the bonds of charity, as 

with a mantle, which is the bond of 

perfectness and peace: pray always, 

that you may not faint until I come: 

behold, and lo, I will come quickly, 

and receive you unto myself: Amen. 

39. And again, the order of the 

house prepared for the presidency of 
the school of the prophets, esta- 

blished for their instruction in all 

things that are expedient for them, 

even for all the officers of the church, 

or in other words, those who are 

called to the ministry in the church, 

beginning at the high priests, even 

down to the deacons: and this shall 
be the order of the house of the pre- 

sidency of the school: He that is ap- 

pointed to be president; or teacher, 

shall be found standing in his place, 

in the house, which shall be pre 

for him. Therefore, he shall be first 
in the house of God, in a place that 
the congregation in the house may 
hear his words carefully and dis- 
tinctly, not with loud speech. And 
when he cometh into the house of 
God, (for he should be first in the 
house ; behold this is beautiful, that 
he may be an example.) 

40. Let him offer himself in prayer 
upon his knees before God, in token, 
or remembrance, of the everlasting 
covenant, and when any shall come 
in after lim letwhe teacher arise, and 


_with uplifted hands to heaven : ‘yea, 


even directly, salute his brother or 
brethren with these words: 

41. Art thou a brother or breth- 
ren, I salute you in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in token, or re- 
membrance of the everlasting cove- 
nant, in which covenant [ receive 
you to fellowship in a determination 
that is fixed, immoveable and un- 
changeable, to be your friend 
brother thro the grace of 
in the bonds of love, to walk in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
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the commandments of God blame- IMPORTANT FROM AMERICA. 


yo for ever and letter er 

y 0 on, not have 

place among y Z bouse bal be not To the Editor of the 


su a all be The gathering of the le of 
by th God bes been of im- 
‘be that cometh ie and is portance in all of the world.— 

fore me, and is a brother, children of 4 ‘must be deli- 


par- and they, were 


or if theyybe b ren, they.sball sa- vered from the bon of 
the president: ‘ov teacher with although, humanly pking 
fled hands to heaven with this to be capable ut the 
prayer. covenant, or by Lord had said ‘that it should come 
to and there was a few’ 
old, verily:I eay unto you, them that believed that God woul 
this ia a mtn unto you fora sdlu- do this thing for them. And before 
tation: to one another inthe house of the promises of the Lord should fall 
phets. to ground; the land of Egypt 
And yeare calledto do this mast be visited with many plagues: 
and thankegiving as the Spirit shall and to crown those scenes of distress, 
ve utterance, in all your doings in the angel must go forth and destroy 
. e house of the Lord, in the school all the first beret in the land, but Is. 
of the prop ets, that it may become rae} must attend to that simplt or- 
a ‘sanctuary; 6 tabernacle, of the diodnce of sprinkling the of 
Hol 8 to your edification: the Lamb on their’ door ‘posts, an 
4b, nd ye shall not receive any rpose that the destroyer may pass 
into. this. school save by: the morning Israel was sent 
he from thd’ blood of this forth, and’ they cast: their faces to- 
Canaunel and, he ghall be received ward thé inheritance that the Lori. 
the ordinance ofthe washing ‘of swore to Abraham, his. seed should 
feel ; for, unig this end was the ordi; possess. But from the moment that 
of the weshing of feet ineti- they left the land of bondage, to 
time that they took’ on of 
6. And again, the. ordinance of that land of. promide;'t eir faith was 
wersing feet isto be administered put to the test, while for forty years 
the g elder he-fed them in the ‘wilderness ‘and 
the church, It‘is to be: cdm- blessed them to'their faith, 
menced with prayer: and after ed: atcording 
of bread, and wine lie is to to their un ymidthe prin principle 
td himeelf} according ‘to the pat- a, wal Teay, troud 
in the thirteenth chapter some journey accounted ‘for ts 
of John’s testimony concerning me: this.“ Forty orty ‘years ted! thee in 
and. Covenants, 


Amen,— the wilderness," to’ search thee and 
Section thee; to ved what wie thy 

the commandments of: Lord "thy 


we live 


God." —Now it appedrs'that 
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in a time in which the Lord is goin 
to gather his people, to that lan 
that was promised to Joseph and his 
seed, which is a land choice above 
all lands. Now it appears to me 


that are two important things 
in 


thering of the e of there 
God : first the of behold the 


the Lord to deliver bis people from 
the troubles that are coming upon 
the earth, for it is far from him 
to destroy the righteous with the 
wicked ; and for the benefit of his 
people he has prepared an hiding 
place from the tempest, and a co- 
vert from the storm. Another reason 
for gathering the people of God is, 


that iba “go a sacrifice unto 


the Lo God”, that they ma 
build a pray ory to the name of the 
Most“ High, that thete they may be- 


hold the ous going forth of the 
Holy arn his judg- 
ments and attend to such ordinan- 
ces and receive such blessings as 
they could got while ecattered upon 
the - of the whole earth. The 

rophet 
bring bis sons from afar, and ‘hia 
daughters from the endsof the earth” 
—and shall come from a far 


with a clou 


‘blemings 


redicted that he should 


that those who desire to receive 
these blessings must be tried even as 
Abraham, and it is those who are 
faithful that shall inherit the promise 
and enjoy a fulness of the ever- 
lasting gospel, You will be tried by 
rts of those whu have gone to 

land, some om will 
find, who will speak evil of the place 
and all that appertain to it—In the 
days of Joshua men were sent over 
Jordan to behold the land of Canaan,, 
and. although they brought of the 
fruit of that land, yet ten out of the 
twelve brought an evil report: but 
those who had faith in God and who, 
beheld his goodness and what he med 
said in time past, could after behold- 


ing the whole of hia dealings say,, 


not one promise nor word of the Lord 


has fallen to the earth since the duy 


we left Egypt; then they might 
clude, the Lord has said, it iso 
land, and I believe his, word, and | 
has said | will give ityou: who then 
believing these “y would not join 
Joshua aaying, et us go up and 
the good land for we are well 


d = 


able! And when you bic TORE ative 
land farewell, when you forsake fa. 
ther and mother and what, you may 
call friends, and set poe face to- 
beautify the stp of the Lord, and wards the land that the Lord has | 
make the ee his feet glorious.” blessed, may the sanie prinviples 
In short the house of the ford shall that bore up the mind of Moses in { 
be built by the ager, Po of. the’ his afflictions yield comfort*to you, 
people—the sons of Moses ‘and for he chose rather to suffer, with J 
Aaron shall execute’ the priest’s the people of God than to have thie . 
the house shall be covered dbfain. And what would 
Mid—the glory of the Lord be the feelings of his heart when he 
shalj|: be seen—he shall teach his with such emotion says to his father- 
and great shall in-law, ‘‘We are journeying to the 
of Zion. Then land that the Lord our God hath said. } 
all the saints behold the Lord to he will give us! : ‘ 
coms to his temple, even the mes- of and of 
— ace in whom they de- with a word of encouragement, I felt 
light... disposed to to those who are ex- 
But let it ever be remembered, pecting to realise the fulness of the : 


254 


gospel of Christ in these days. [ 
woald tell you that I know what it 
is to bid farewell to my native land, 
to receive the parting tear of my 
friends, and with a beart heaving 
with inexpressible emotion, turn my 
back upon the nearest and dearest 
relations in life, with an inward im- 
ression that I shall never see their 
ace again. I know what it is to 
encounter the dangers of the raging 
sea, to appear in a far country as a 
stranger. But in all these sacrifices 
and troubles both by land and water, 
hitherto, the Lord has helped me and 
brought me eafely through; and now 
I have the privilege of being ac- 
quainted with the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God, and these thin 
causes me to forget as it were the 
things that are past. I know there 
are many in the church that are 
waiting 
afi desirous of giving my testimony 
to these things as far as I know.— 
As respects Joseph Smith, I have 
beer acquainted with him for some 
time, and as faras I can see heisa 
good man, and I find him to bea 
ee ret of the Lord, and the more 
speak with him and the more I 
hear him, the more I am convinced 
of the truth of these things. I have 
heard him speak of the mysteries of 
the kingdom, and these things 
causes my heart to rejoice; and 


since I camé here “he has revealed 


a most glorious principle, which has 
been fiid from the children of men 
for mahy generations, but has now 
been made known by his servant 
the prophet. As respects the land 
it is extremely , and there is 


every to being happy, hav- 
ing the ings of this world and 
every of receiving the 
things o 


another. I would say 
when you get into their good land be- 


a word from me, and 


ware lest you forget your God, but 
love him with all your heart that 
you may be his people. I would 
advise those who have obeyed the 
word of wisdom for to att G it 
when they come to this land. Yor I 
have seen some who have renounced 
intemperance while in England, but 
having come here they have re- 
turned to their old custom, and from 
this they appear to be going on to 
a disrespect of most of the things 
that are taught ; and I would say to 
such, if * he desire to continue 
your standing in the Church, and 
desire to have an increase of faith 
and love, keep to the words of wis.. 
dom, and Jay down your tobacco and 
spirits, never to take if up again; 
this I say from what I have seen. 
The plan in which this town of 
Commerce is laid out is very good,. 
for it is so that when the place is, 
properly inhabited it-will be a city, 
of more than a mile square, and. 
the streets are so formed as to run 
straight through each way, so that 
the houses will be in a sqyare all 


through the city. 


I thought it might be good for to 
send some information to the differ- . 
ent Churches upon this subject, 
thinking that what I might say upon . 
this subject might haye the ten-, 
dency of encouraging my fellow-., 


Englishmen in the point of gather- 
ing. NowI would bold out unto 
them every thing that is desirable, 


and would say if you can get to this. 
land, you be better off than in . 
England, 4 in this place there.is a 
ros of receiving eve , 
thin of this world 
which is to come: then be faithful, 
for the Lord has said that his saints 
shall inherit the earth, and if the 
Lord bas pfomised it, it is some- 
thing that will do his people good. 


| 
{ 
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Then those who have the means de- 
lay no longer but come and unite 
with us in building the house of the 
Lord, and in bringing to pass the 
great things belonging to the king- 
dom of our God. My fellow-Eng- 
lishmen and brethren, you may rely 
upon what I say, for it would be 
nothing to my profit for to deceive 
you, then believe me when I say this 
land is good—the things that have 
been taught you are true, and Joseph 
Smith is a prophet of the Most High. 

Some may want to know the price 
of things. A man that works on the 
farms is paid a dollar per day or 
something equal to it, 100 cents make 
one dollar, and 5 dollars one English 
pound. If a man be employed in 
digging potatoes, he receives one- 
fifth of what: he digs, if he goes to 
cutting corn he receives one-eighth; 
for making a pair of boots (and the 
maker does net find leather) they 
give about a dollar and-a-half. A 
pig a month or five weeks old is sold 
for 25 cents—a good cow about 14 
dollars. Flour is about 4 dollars and 
fifty cents per barrel, a barrel weighs 
196lb., patatoes are sold for 20 cents 
per bushel, good beef is sold for 3 
cents per lb., pork at the same; but- 
ter at about 10 to 14 cents, sugar at 
12 cents per lb. If any one is dis- 
posed to. keep a cow (and but few are 
without two or three) they may keep 
them free of expense, by sending 
them out to graze_on the neighbour- 
ing plains, and for the winter’s keep 
they are at liberty to cut as much 
grass'as they please. But after all 
this it is a new country, we Rave no 
' factory as yet, but we want means to 
build corn mills; and not having much 
machinery we have to do at home 
what would be done at factories if 
we had them. What we want is 


some persons with property for to 


raise these places, and then men to 
work them, and then the clothing 
would be at a less rate, and we Eng- 
lish would feel more at home. 
Yours in the new covenant, 
Francis Moon. 
Commerce, Hancock County, 
Illinois, Nov. 4, 1840. 


INTERESTING VISIT TO BOLTON—PRO-~ 
GRESS OF TRUTH—OPPOSITION OF 
SECTARIANS—PROSECUTION OF A 
PRIMITIVE METHODIST PREACHER. 


On the 19th January I visited Bol- 
ton for the first time—found an inter- 
esting society there consisting of about 
130 members, including some small 
branches in the vicinity. They ap- 
peared to be dwelling together in truth 
and love, and zealously united in the 
cause of God and Godliness. Their 
presiding officer is an aged minister 
by the name of Crooks, formerly of 
Stockport; through whose labours 
the society there has grown from 
a small handful to its present flourish- 
ing condition, the meetings are 
crowded to excess, and scores of peo- 
ple are pressing forward and uniting 
with the Church by repentance and 
baptism—the Holy Ghost is poured 
out Mto their souls, and its fruits are 
manifested in their and bles- 

i On Wednesday evening, the 
, I attended one of their meet- 
ings, and had the privilege of ad- 
dressing a full and attentive audience. 
The subject was confined to a few 
scriptural observations in which the 
precepts and promises of Christ were 
clearly set forth, as contained in the 
written word of the New Testament. 
These were contrasted with the cor~ 
rupt systems of Christianity 
now exist, and the difference was sd 
manifest that the people saw clearly 
that the religion of Christ was one 


as'they . 


— 
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thing, and modern sectarianism ano- 
ther... This so exasperated some 
craftsmen who were present, viz., a 
Mr. James Pendlebury, professedly 
a Primitive Methodist preacher, and 
Mr. Thomas Balshaw, of the New 
Connexion, that they could no longer 
hold their peace. F. or while the ser- 
mon was proceeding, the said Pen- 
dlebury arose and began speaking so 
loud that the speaker paused, and re- 
quested the inferrtiption to cease, but 
was ‘not heeded, forthe intruder with 
stentorian voice continued 'to cry out, 
saying: “ THIS 4 NEW DOCTRINE, 
AND WE CANNOT BELIEVE IT WITHOUT 
MIRACLES—HERE 18 A BLIND MAN 
HEAL HIM, HERE I8 4 BLIND MAN 
BEAL HIM.” YOU HAVE PREACHED A 
NEW DOCTRINE—A NEW DOCTRINE, 
SIR, AND WE WANT THE PROOF—WE 
WANT THE PROOF —-By this time the 
house was all confusion, every one 
endeavouring to act as moderator.— 
We endeavoured from the pulpit to 
command silence, and expressed our 
surprise thatthe New Festament doc- 
trine should be a new docfrine; but 
we found that it was anew doctrine to 
this man, as wes manifested in his be- 
viour. Indeed, the doctrines of com- 
mon law and civilization: were to _ 
equally. as strangé and‘ new as the 
dactrine of Christ—for he still con- 
tinued todisturb-the méeting. The 
Saints commenced singing, and 
closed the meeting. 

while this- proceeding, the riot 
w more and more violent, till at 
|aform was broken and some 

other: damage done. While the civil 
part-of the people were retiring from 


the room they were variously insulted 
-+y him and his comrades; some 
crying out, “ He hath a devil,” some 


But Bolton, 


champion imto custody, and his ~as- 


sociate, T. Balshaw. These “were 
handcuffed; marched away, and 
finially held to bail. 
Next morning they had a warran 
served on them for a breach of the 
peace, and were brought before Jas. 
Arrowsmith, Esq., mayor, and five 
magistrates, and after an able plea by 
attorney, John Taylor, Esq., and a 
base attempt on the part of the pri- 
soners to justify themselves by the 
introductiou of several witnesses be- 
longing to several different orders of 
methodists, whose testimony was 
more calculated to throw a false colour- 
ing over our déctrine, than any thing 
else. At length Pendlebury was found © 
guilty of a breach of the peace, had to 
pay for the form, and make the 
and costs of suit,and was 
buund in the penal sum of ten pounds 
to keep the peace for six months, 
_ It isto be hoped that these prompt 
measures will put a step to similar dis- 
turbances in their public worship; and 
also prove'a warning to other priests, 
not to turn infidels against the doc- 
trines of the New Testament; and 
then use such vile measures against 
the truth. 
Since this affair, we have heard 
verbally from Bolton, that'many aré 
embracing the truthand coming to the 
waters of baptism.- May the Lordshed 
forth his spirit upon the pedple of 
cause @ work to be 
done among them.—EpirTor. 


QUESTIONS—By . Elder Joseph 
Fielding, and ANSWERS by the 

Dear Brother Pratt,—Having 


challenging to debate, and some call- desire to know the truth of all things 


ing for a miracle.. At length 


po- that are revealed God many 


ficeman arrived and took this brave and knowing in part the importance 


> 
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of teaching them to mankind, I take 
the liberty to ask you certain ques- 
tions, which if you think proper, you 


' may answer in the Star, as I ask .not 


for my own information alone, but 
for all who desire and seek after truth. 

First.— Was the kingdom of God 
organized on the earth before the 
coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh r 
and was the Melchizedeck priesthood 
on the earth and in operation without 
the kingdom ; for instance, had the 
Nephites this priesthood without the 
kingdom, before and after the coming 
of Christ ? 

Answer.— The kingdom of God is 
his government—wherever his go- 
vernment existed, there his kingdom 
existed, whether under the Patriar- 
chal, Mosaic, or Christian ,dispen- 
sations, (as they are called) and 
wherever the kingdom of God existed, 
there the offices and ordinances ex- 
isted. The priesthvod of Melchize- 
deck was nevefin operation on the 
earth without the kingdom of God 
also: for the priesthood is the go- 
vernment, or rather the source and 
and fountain from which springs all 
things pertaining to his government 
on the earth. — 

This priesthood is “ without begin- 
ning of days or end of years.” It 
was first introduced upon the earth 
in the days of Adam. It has not 
always existed on the earth ; but has 
sometimes been “ caught up unto 
God and to his throne.” Whoso.re- 
ceiveth this priesthood receiveth the 
kingdom of God. Sometimes a he- 
ral has been raised up, (for instance, 
John the Baptist,) to proclaim the 
kingdom of God at hand. Such in- 
stances occur of necessity, because 
it has been sometimes lost, or taken 
from the earth. This was the case 


in the days of John, and it has been 


the case in our own day. John said 


2K 


it was at hand in his day, and Jesus 
Christ says it will be again at hand, 
when we see the signs of his coming, 
(see Luke xxi. 31.) But after all 
that can be said on this subject, the 
kingdom of God, which is to finally 
prevail over all things, and govern 
the earth, is the one most dwelt upon 
by the sacred writers. 

Ques. 2nd—May all men who 
come into the new covenant, obtain 
the higher priesthood in this life, if 
they seek after, and live for it? 

Ans.—God divideth the gifts se- 
verally as he will.. All men cannot 
obtain the same office: if so, where 
would be the body? Yet the whole 
church, both male and female, are 
partakers of the priesthood, as ‘so 
many branches of the tree, or so 
many members of one body. But 
each in their own place. Hence they 
are all one. 

Ques. 3rd.—Paul says, that the 
law made nothing perfect. How then 
are they to be perfected who died 
under the law? and can they be 
meet for the kingdom of God unless 
they are perfected ? 

Ans.—Those who lived and died 
under the law must finally be per- 
fected by the Gospel, or remain im- 
perfect, and inherit another kingdom, 
instead of the celestial. 

Ques, 4th.—If the Saints in the 
last days die before they become per- 
fect, how can they be ready for the 
first resurrection; or will they be 
under a course of instruction after 
their spirits leave their bodies; or 
can they come forth in the first re- 
surrection if they are imperfect ? 

Ans.—There is a pro ion in 
light and truth in the world to come, 
as well as in this world. The Saint 
begins to receive light and truth in 
this world, by the spirit of truth, 
when he first receives it (the spirit) 
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through the ordinances. He continues 
to qngeens in light and truth to the 
end of his life, if faithful; and then, 
if he is not guided into all truth, the 
spirit of God still opens truth after 
truth to his understanding, till after- 
wards he finds himself in possession of 
TRUTH,” or in other words, a 
“‘ PULLNESS OF TRUTH.” He is then 
perfect as his father in heaven is per- 
fect, and pure as he is pure: being 
glorified in him, and he in him. 

Ques. 5th.— What does Peter 
aon in Ist Peter 3 and 19, and 4, 

Ans.—He means that Jesus Christ, 
after his resurrection visited the spi- 
rits in prison, who had been confined 
in chains of darkness and bondage 
from the flood until Christ’s coming, 
and that he preached the gospel unto 
them that they might be judged ac- 
cording to men ia the flesh; but live 
according to God in the spirit.— 
Hence you see that the priesthood is 
without end; and that it ministers 
salvation in eternity as well as in 
time. Here is an illustration of that 
text which says, that he (Christ) was 
annointed “to preach deliverance to 
the captive, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound.” 

Ques. 6th—It is said in Exodus 
xxiv, 10, ** And they saw the God 
of Israel, and there was under his 
feet as it were paved work of sa- 
phire stone, and as it were the body 
of heaven in its clearness”—also, 
“ They saw God and did eat and 
drink.” But in the first of the Gos- 
pel of John, and at the 18 verse, it is 
said, “ No man. hath seen God at 
any time.” Is there not here a con- 
tradiction ? 

Ans.—There is a positive contra- 
diction, as it now stands; but: there 
was no contradiction when the Scrip- 
tures existed in their purity. In the 


revelations which God has given in 
these last days, this matter is made 
plain. The truth is this: that with- 
out-the priesthood of Melchizedeck, 
“No man can see God and live.” 

Ques. 7th.—How can the stars fall 
from heaven to earth, when they (as 
far as we know) are much larger 
than the earth ? 

Ans.— We are nowhere given to 
understand that all the stars will fall 
or even many of them: but only “as 
a fig tree casteth her UNTIMELY figs 
when she is shaken with a mighty 
wind.” The stars which will fall to 
the earth, are ents, which have 
been broken off from the earth from 
time to time, in the mighty convul- 
sions of nature. Some in the days 
of Enoch, some perhaps in the days 
of Peleg, some -with the ten tribes, 
and some at fue crucifixion of the 
Messiah. Thpse all must be restored 
again at the restitution of 
ALL THINGS.” ‘This Will restore the 
ten tribes of Israel; and also a 
again Zion, even Enoch’s city. It 
will bring back the tree of life which 
is in the midst of the paradise of 
God; that you and I may partake of 
it. [See Rev. ii, 7.] When these 
fragments, (some of which are vastly 
larger than the present earth) are 
brought back and joined to this earth, 
it will cause a convulsion of all na- 
ture; the graves of the Saints will . 
be opened, and they rise from the 
dead ; while the mountains will flow 
down, the vallies rise, the sea retire 
to its own piace, the islands and con- 
tinents will be removed, and earth be 


rolled together as a scroll. The 
earth will be many times — than 
it is now.—“ If I have told you of 


earthly things and ye believe not; 
what would you think if you were to 
‘be told of heavenly things ?” 

Ques. 8th—What is meant by 
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that common and popular saying, 
“The Canon of scripture is- full ? 
Why is not the Canon of the law of 
England full, as well?! Ifyou should 
judge it worth your valuable time to 
give us answers to the foregoing, I 
think you will gratify many, as wel 
as your brother in the gospel, 
JoskPH FIELDING. 
Ans.—Your first seven questions 
were easily answered, but in this 
eighth we must confess our ignorance. 
(We are so little versed in sectarian 
logic that we know not the meaning 
of this text ; nor indeed, do we know 
where to find it in sacred writ. We 
have read all the books of the Old and 
New Testaments, and also the Book 
of Mormon, the Book of Jasher, and 
the book of Enoch, and scores of 


New Revelations, and yet we have 


never found thistext in either of them. 
Perhaps it is to be found in the Book 
OF TRaDITIons! If we must venture 
an opinion on thts text, we suppose it 
to apply to some false system, where 
the people worship a DUMB AND 
CHANGEABLE GoD; whom they sup- 
pose to have been in the habit of talk- 
ing with man, in olden times; but 
who has long since lost his sPEECH, 
either by old age or some other 
means, so that they should never hear 
from him any more. At any rate, 
we are sure of one thing, viz., that 
the text cannot apply to the true and 
living God, nor to the Hoy Scrip- 
tures, for they every where hold 
forth the principle of continued Rr&- 
VELATION, as attainable by all men 
who seek it-in the appointed way. 
So we conclude that the Caron of 
Scripture will never be so full as to 
answer in the place of.the Holy Spi- 
rit of Revelation, which God has pro- 
mised to all his children. 


MR. SAMUEL HAINING’S 
UNJUST BALANCES. 
This gentleman has published a 


tract of 66 pages against the Latter 
Day Saints. ft is printed at Doug- 


| las, Isle of Man, and entitled, ‘ Mor- 


monism weighed in-the balances ef 
the sanctuary and found wanting.” 


There is no new ideas or argu- 
ments advanced in this work ; it 
takes the old beaten track of all our 
opponents, viz.:—a strained, undue, 
and almost idolatrous estimation of 
the Bible, placing the Old and New 
Testaments in the room of God the 
Father—in the room of Jesus Christ 
—in the room of the Holy Ghost— 
and in the room of the Religion 
contained in the Bible. According 
to this man’s reasoning, God is dumb 
—Jesus Christ is dumb—the angels 
are confined in heaven; and not suf- 
fered to minister to the heirs of sal- 
vation—and the Holy Ghost (the 
Spirit of Prophecy and Revelation) 
is no more to be enjoyed by mankind. 
Even Apostles are not 
needed any longer: but in the room 
of all these things “ we have a-bible, 


a whole bible, and nothing but the 


bible.” 

On the other hand, this gentleman 
represents the Book of Mormon as a 
strange mixture of grace and works, 
—as saying, that man is to be saved, 
partly by the blood of Christ, and 
partly by keeping his commandments! 
To use his own lan 
sents the doctrine of the Saints thus: 


‘“‘ According to this system” he says © 


“men are justified partly by Christ, 
and partly by themselves, by faith 
and obedience united. This system 
is a strange compound of law and 
gospel—of grace and works—of the 
acts of the creature, and of the mer- 
cy of the Creator.” Such a system 


age, he repre- . 
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he thinks “is bad, dangerous, and 
destructive.” But destructive or not, 
we intend to teach this generation 
that they must believe in Jesus, and 
KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, OR THEY 
CANNOT BE SAVED. 
_ This abominable doctrine of being 
saved by grace without works is the 
princtple cause, [ had like to have 
said the only cause, of the awful state 
of things which exists at this present 
time in Christendom. Men can conti- 
nue in, luxury, idleness, and extravi- 
gance; they can oppress the poor, 
the sick, the afflicted, the widow, and 
the fatherless. They can see the 
naked and hungry, starving and pe- 


rishing around them by millions, and 


not impart of their substance, or dis- 
pense with their extravigance in or- 
der to relieve them. And yet they 
are made to believe that they can be- 
live in Jesus ani say, “ Lord, Lord,” 
and be saved by grace without works. 
This same Jesus whom they thus 
mock has said, “Go sell that thou 
hast and give to the poor,” “If any 
have two coats, let him give to him 
who has none; and him that has 
meat, let him do likewise.” He has 
also said that, ‘‘ Whosoever shall 
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Such theni s tne doctrine for which 
the Book of Mormon and the Saints 
are condemned by the clergy of the 
present age. But, we count it all 
joy to be worthy to be persecuted 
for RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE. IT 1s MR. 
H’s UNJUST BALANCES, AND NOT THE 
DOCTRINE OF THE SaINTS THAT I8 
FOUND WANTING. 


EARTHQUAKES, FLOODS, 
AND SHIPWRECKS, 

From the London Sunday Times of 
January 24th, we extract the fol- 
lowing :— 

“ The accounts from Sicily are of 
amostalarmingnature. Thegreatest 
part of the fine city of Messina was 
destroyed by an earthquake, on the 
5th of December, and what remains 
is considerably injured by subsequent 
shocks. The quay in the port has 
shrunk considerably, and is, in some 
places, more than a foot beneath the 
water. The suberb building, called 
the Palazzata, which gave the port a 
more magnificent appearance than 
any other in Europe, has been entire- 
ly thrown down: and the lazaretto 
greatly damaged. The citadel suffer- 


give a cup of water to a disciple of ed little, but the cathedral was des- 


Jesus, shall not loose his reward.”— 
He has said, “ Depart ye cursed, 
&c.” “ For I was an hungered and 
ye gave me no meat—lI was athirst 
and ye gave me no drink ; naked, 
and ye clothed me not; sick and in 
prison, and ye visited me not;” and 
that, “inasmuch as they had not 
done it unto one of the least of his 
brethren, they had not done it unto 
him.”. Again, he has said, that, ‘‘NoT 
EVERY ONE THAT SAYETH ‘LORD, 
LORD, SHALL ENTER INTO THE KING- 
DOM OF HEAVEN, BUT HE THAT Do- 
ETH THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHO 
IS IN HEAVEN.” 


troyed, and the tower, at the entrance 
of the harbour, much damaged. The 
waves which have done so much mis- 
chief at Sylla, has passed over the 
point of land at the Faro, and swept 
away twenty-four persons. The ac- 
counts from Melazzo, Patti, Terra di 
Santa, Lucia, Castro Reale, and from 
the Island of Lipari, were very dis- 
tressing ; but the damages done there 
by the earthquakes are not so con- 
siderable as at Messina. 

“ Sir William Maxwell, from the 
united boundaries of these earth- 
quakes, is persuaded that they are 
caused by some great operation of 
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nature, of a volcanic kind. To as- 
certain this, he his tour by 
visiting the parts of the Two Cala- 
brias, which has suffered most from 
this severe visitation. He every 
where came to ruined towns and 
houses, the inhabitants of which were 
in sheds, many of them built on such 
insalubrious spots, that an epidemy 
had ensued. ese unfortunate peo- 
ple agreed that every shock they had 
felt, seemed to come with a rumbling 
noise from the westward, beginning 
usually with the horizontal motion, 
and ending with the vortical, or 
whirling motion, which last had 
ruined most of the buildings. It had 
also been generally observed, that, 
before a shock, the clouds seemed to 
be fixed and motionless; and that 
after, a heavy shower of rain quickly 
followed. By the violence of some 
of the shocks, many persons had 
been thrown down; anid several 
peasants described the motion of the 
earth as so violent, that the tops of 
the largest trees almost touched thie 
ground from side to side. During 
the shock, the oxen and horses, they 
said, kept their legs wide asunder, to 
prevent being thrown down, and gave 
evident signs of being sensible of the 
approach of each shock. Being thus 
warned, the neighing of a horse, the 
braying of an ass, or the cackling of 
a goose drove them from their tem- 
po huts. 

“From Monteleene, Sir William 
Maxwell descended into the plain, 
and passed many towns and villiages 
in a ruined state: the city of Mileto, 
lying in a bottom, was totally des- 
troyed, without a house standing.— 
Among the many examples afforded 
by these earthquakes, of animals 
being enabled to live for a long time 
without food, was that of two nags, 
which had remained buried under a 


heap of ruins at Soriano for thirty- 
two days, and were dug out alive.— 
As well at the latter place, as in every 
ruined town he visited, an interesting 
remark was made to him, namely, 
that the male deal were generally 
found under the ruins in the act of 
strugglin inst the danger; but 
the attitude of the females ee usually 
with the hands clasped over the head, 
as in giving themselves up to despair, 
unless they had children near them ; 
in this case they were always found 
clasping them in their arms, or in 
some attitude which indicated their 
anxious care to protect them. How 
striking an instance of maternal ten- 
derness. 

“Sir William travelled four days 
in the plain, in the midst of indes- 
cribable misery. Such was the force 
of the first shock, that the inhabitants 
of the towns were buried in an instant 
beneath the ruins of their houses. Ot 
the population of the town of Polis- 
tene, which was badly situated be- 
tween two rivers subject to overflow 
their banks, two thousand one hun- 
dred individuals perished, out of six 
thousand. It was built near a ravine 
of great depth; and, by the violent 
motion of the earth, two huge por- 
tions of the ground on which a con- 
siderable part of the town, consisti 
of several hundreds of houses, s . 
were detached into the ravine, and 
nearly across it, to the distance of 
about half a mile from their original 
position. 
dinary, many of the inhabitants of 
these houses, who had taken this sin- 
gular leap in them, were dug out 
alive, and several unhurt. erra 
Nuova lost three-fourths of a popu- 
rg of sixteen hundred inhabitants. 

he destruction of life and ¥ 
is almost incalcylable. — 


What was most extraor- © 
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The towns of Brentford, Arbroath, 
Bath; Greenwich, Lewesham, Glas- 
w, Essex, Salisbury Plain, Rugby, 
atford, Windsor, and various other 
places have lately been visited by 
tremendous floods, which have de- 
stroyed or damaged an immense num- 
ber of buildings, bridges, boats, &c. 


at Nauvoo. They 


were all in good 
health and spirits, and much pleased 
both with the country, and with the 
society there. | 
Brother Clayton speaks very highly 


indeed of these things, and seems 
well satisfied and very anxious that 
his countrymen should come and en- 


together with property to the amount joy the same blessings. We have no 


of millions. Many scores of men, 
women, and children, have been lost 
in a watery grave, and many hun- 
dreds of others left houseless and 
destitute. The papers of the 24th 
January were filled with accounts of 
the most distressing nature, in rela- 
tion to these judgments. The ship- 
ping in the river Wear has - been 
terribly destroyed; it is said, the 
whole surface of the harbour presents 
one vast scene of wreck and confu- 
sion, amounting in all to upwards of 
one hundred ships, several steam- 
boats, and innumerable keels and 
other small craft, either totally wreck- 
ed, or -more or less damaged. The 
banks, quays, and piers were throng- 
ed with anxious spectators; in the 
countenances of many of the ship 
owners were depicted terror and dis- 
may. Many lives were lost, and 
many vessels driven out to sea. 


NEWS FROM, THE SAINTS IN 
AMERICA. 


Elder Wm. Clayton, late of Man- 
chester, writes from Nauvoo, Illinois, 
under date of Dec. 10th. He in- 
forms us of the safe arrival of the 
colony who sailed from Liverpool 
with him, last fall, on board ship 
North America. This company di- 


vided at Buffalo, New York ; part of that State in their outrages 


them went to Kirtland, Ohio, to set- 
tle in one of the tuwns of the Saints, 
and the rest continued their journey 
up the lakes to Illinois, and stopped 


room for extracts, but hope this short 
sketch will be highly satisfactory to 
their friends in this country. 

We have received the “ Times and 
Seasons” from Nauvoo, Illinois, up 
tis Dec. Ist, and private letters up to 
Dec. t4th. From’ these we learn, 
that the Saints in the West are en- 
joying health, peace, and prosperity, 
and that the truth is spreading with 
its usual strength and progress. 
Great multitudes of people of all 
classes were embracing the truth in 
the Western and Southern States, 
and in New York, New Jersey, and 
Pensylvania; great accessions were 
being made to the church. 

A conference was held in the city 
of Philadelphia, in October last, at 
which Elder O. Hyde presided. Se- 
veral branches were represented in 
that region, consisting of from 800 
to 1000 members in all. Most of 
these have embraced the doctrine 
during that season. 

The American political papers are 
many of them speaking very warmly 
in favour of the Saints, in regard to 
their former persecutions. But the 
most remarkable thing’ is, the fact 
that a Missouri paper in St. Louis, — 
(the Gazette) has come out in favour 
of our rights, and opposed the pro- 


ceedings of the rulers and people of 
inst 
us. It speaks with that warmth and 


boldness which becomes every lover of 
freedom and equal rights. ‘ Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth ?”!! 
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EMIGRATION. 

We feel truly thankful that amidst 
the general distress, poverty, and fa- 
mine which prevails throughout this 
country, several hundred of our 
brethren and sisters have just been 
enabled to embark for the country 
which God has provided for a refuge 
for all nations. Upwards of two 
hundred and forty of the Saints were 
to sail from Liverpool, for New Or- 
leans on Sunday last. They were 
from Preston, Manchester, and va- 
rious other towns in England, and 
were destined for the colonies of the 
Saints in the State of Illinois, and in 
the Territory of Iowa. 

‘Among this company was a large 
proportion of the industrious poor, 
who were upon the point of starva- 
tion in this land, or who were work- 
ing like slaves to procure a very 
scanty subsistence. By the kind- 
ness of their brethren they were ena- 
bled to escape from worse than 
Egyptian bondage, and go to a coun- 
try where they can by their industry 
obtain an inheritance, and enjoy 
plenty for themselves and their chil- 
dren. May the Almighty preserve 
them upon the waters. and bring 
them to Zion with songs of everlast- 
ing joy. May they obtain “joy and 

ladness, and sorrow and sighing 

ee away.” 

We sincerely hope that the Saints 
will continue to cultivate that spirit 
of love and union which will work a 
full and complete deliverance of the 
rich and poor of his people, that they 
may all be gathered in one; that 

We upderstand that another shi 
company was to sail from Bristol, 
about the same time. These.would 
be from Herefordshire and the sur- 
rounding countfy. 


The news from the ‘emigrants who 
sailed from this country last season, 
is so very encouraging that it will 
give a new impulse to the spirit of 
emigration, and put to shame those 
who have published falsehoods con- 
cerning this plan of deliverance. Nay, 
so far from being ashamed of their 
former lies, they will put in circula- 
tion as many more. 


NEWS FROM THE ELDERS. 
The accounts from. Edinburgh, 


Glasgow, London, Birmingham, 
Stockport, Bolton, Oldham, Ashton, 
Herefordshire, Staffordshire, Wales, 
and many other places, are very fa- 
vourable, in regard to the success of 
the gospel. Scores are bringing forth 
fruits of repentance, and are uniting 
with the Saints in baptism, notwith- 
standing the weather is so severe.— 
This is‘a matter 6f astonishment to 
the public: some threaten our lives, 
thinking it will kill those who go mto 


the cold water, and others exclaim 


that it must be the work of God, or 
they would die, by being thus expos- 
ed in such cold weather. In the 
mean time the Sectarian priests are 
raging and lying as usual, and the 
editors of newspapers are helping 
them to publish ies against the truth. 
But all to no purpose; for God works 
and none can hinder. 


BOOK OF MORMON. 


This long looked for work is now 
out of press. The European edition 
consists of 5,000 copies, which -we 
humbly trust will so far supply the 
public that they will now be able to 

ruse for themselves, a work which 

been so grossly misrepresented ; 
and which is in reality of more value 
to them than all the gold and silver 
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